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The Art of the Earth



THEME DESCRIPTION

 As human beings, we draw our life, power, and inspiration from the
natural world. All things begin in the same way, rising from and

eventually returning to the Earth. This year’s theme celebrates the innate
beauty of the world around us with an emphasis on the importance of

protecting and sustaining that which sustains us. The Earth offers
creativity in its most raw and pure form through its landscapes. In turn,
we as human beings move through each stage of our lives learning and
building off of the environments around us, growing and changing with
each passing day. Artem Terrae, the art of the Earth, brings Vogue back

to the very roots of all art through its focus on the greatest masterpieces
of all and how the artist in each of us utilizes this life force. 

Artem Terrae
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“Charles Darwin’s theory is set out in his The Origin of
Species (1859) and proposed… “Survival of the fittest,”
which is often incorrectly taken to mean the strongest

winning, actually refers to the fitness of the organism to
the prevailing environment… Applied to aesthetics, and

landscape aesthetics in particular, Darwin’s theory
suggests that the landscapes preferred by humans

enhances their survivability; thus landscape preferences
are not a superficial whim but rather reflect an innate

behavior which is critical in aiding, albeit ensuring, human
survival.” 
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Sal tu ,  or  “ the jungle” ,  of fers  an endless  palet te  of  v ibrant  co lours ,
patterns ,  and textures  to  draw inspirat ion from.  In  the jungle ,  each

l i fe  form’s  unique appearance is  not  only  s tr ik ing ly  beaut i fu l  but
a lso a  powerfu l  tool  for  surv iva l .  Bold  p inks ,  greens ,  and ye l lows

serve to  both at tract  and defend,  a  sent iment  that  appl ies  to  how
we as  human beings  use our  fashion to  both stand out  and b lend in .

“Sa lvos”  mixes  the feroc i ty  of  the jungle  cat ,  the decept ion of  the
carnivorous p lant ,  and the v i ta l i ty  of  the interconnected ecosystem

to explore  the beauty  of  the jungle  landscape.  This  scene focuses  on
the themes of  adaptabi l i ty  in  the face of  the extreme and the bold

ways we bend the wor ld  to  our  wi l l .  
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 MEMORIA,  our  per iods  of  deep thought  represented by  the tundra.
MEMORIA is  a  b lank canvas ,  a  c lean s late  that  prov ides  the

opportuni ty  to  start  over .  Free from re ject ion,  f ree f rom shame and
free from gui l t ,  the  tundra fosters  an environment  where we can

rewri te  our  past  and p ick  ourse lves  up despi te  the mistakes  we ’ve
made.  The tundra is  co ld ,  f ierce  and unpleasant  which is  how our
bodies  fee l  when we encounter  change -  but  the snow is  a  b lanket

that  wi l l  act  as  a  sh ie ld  and protect  us  through the choices  we
make.  We are  the wr i ters  of  our  own stor ies ,  which means we have
the opportuni ty  to  craf t  these new beginnings  through per iods  of
drast ic  introspect ion.  A l though our  opt ions  are  l imit less ,  we may

f ind more comfort  in  s impl ic i ty .  
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LIBERTAS,  or  “ f reedom”,  i s  i l lustrated in  th is  scene as  the boundless
and quiet  forest  landscape.  I t  i s  amazing what  one can learn about
themsel f  when they return to  the fresh a ir  of  the woods and turn

away from the noise  and d istract ion of  the modern wor ld .  This
scene ce lebrates  the unparal le led sense of  re lease and re l ief  of  the
forest  env ironment  through a  focus  on soft  f lora ls ,  paste ls ,  and an
apprec iat ion of  the vary ing textures .  L ibertas  is  about  gett ing  lost ,

running barefoot ,  and l i s tening to  the sounds of  the wor ld  of ten
overpowered by  the hust le  of  our  own deafening thoughts .  With

discovery  of  the wor ld  as  the only  dest inat ion,  th is  scene ce lebrates
the freedom to grow and ref lect .  
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MONTIBUS of fers  the conf l ic t ,  batt le ,  and conquer  narrat ive  of ten
symbol ized by  the mountains .  There is  a lways  going to  be

another  obstac le  in  l i fe  that  one must  face and batt le  through
unt i l  the end.  We often wish these conf l ic ts  would d isappear ;

however ,  conquer ing them is  how we learn to  grow and prosper
in  a  wor ld  fu l l  of  uphi l l  chal lenges.  A  mountain  c l imber  must

come face to  face wi th  their  fear  and not  look back unt i l  reaching
the top,  the same should be sa id  for  a l l  humans seeking internal

and external  success .  A  mountain  is  a  problem not  yet  so lved,
you wi l l  need armour and strength for  th is  great  feat .
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IMPERIUM is  the f lu id ,  natura l  journey humans inev i tably  f low through.  The ocean holds
most  of  our  unknown and remains  the most  uncharted landscape on our  Earth.  The

abundance of   creatures  and the movement  of  the waves  represents  the everchanging
and d iscoverable  nature of  human l i fe .  The t ide  pul ls  us  in  every  d irect ion,  unt i l  the

mot ions br ing us  to  shore.  Not  only  does our  water  ensure the surv iva l  of  humanity ,  but
i t  acts  as  a  guide for  us  to  map out  what  we have not  yet  d iscovered.  Humans cannot
contro l  the power  of  water ;  yet ,  can get  lost  in  i t .  Imper ium is  about  focus ing on the

inner  power  of  making dec is ions ,  the creat ion of  l i fe  and explor ing the unknown of  one ’s
pure mind.  This  is  how the Earth  started and was essent ia l  for  the commencement  of

human l i fe  wi th  i ts  ever-changing,  evolv ing nature.  The ocean could  be seen as  internal
conf l ic t  and i t  i s  better  to  a l low yoursel f  to  move with  the t ide  than f ight  and s ink .  A l low
the t ime to  get  caught  up in  the power  of  the ocean.  A l low yoursel f  the t ime to  hold  your

breath and swim,  the a i r  wi l l  be  much sweeter  af ter .

I M P E R I U M  ⟴  P O W E R
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There comes a  t ime when we fee l  uninspired -  dry ,  empty  and burnt
out  af ter  repeat ing the same rout ine everyday.  We f ind ourselves

s ink ing in  the depths  of  the sand,  ref lect ing  on our  past  and second
guess ing the accompl ishments  we ’ve  made.  We ask  ourselves :  Were

we able  to  make a  profound impact?  Have we reached our  peak?
Despi te  these se l f  doubts ,  how the wor ld  perce ives  us  is  far  f rom
unworthy.  DESERTUM is  the barren landscape at  f i rs t  g lance,  but
those who are  able  to  thr ive  in  these condit ions  are  the future.  

 Th is  is  a  per iod of  exc i t ing  se l f  development ,  a  t ime to  shine and
grow into  the next  phase of  onesel f  unapologet ica l ly .  
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The f ina l  scene of  the show begs the audience to  cr i t ica l ly  cons ider
their  own perspect ive  on the fashion industry  by  ref lect ing  on the

beauty  of  the natura l  wor ld  and the d ire  need to  protect  i t .
Ent i re ly  made of  reused,  upcyc led,  and repurposed mater ia ls ,  th is

scene i l lustrates  how everyth ing we need is  a l ready here.
Sust iner i ,  or  “ the susta inabi l i ty ” ,  ce lebrates  human creat iv i ty  and

demonstrates  how there is  va lue to  be found in  everyth ing.
Sust iner i  i s  a  hopeful  scene of  se l f  express ion through the

innovat ive  use of  mater ia ls  of ten deemed unusable .
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A Note from the Creative Directors
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As we enter  the 25th year  of  VCFS,  we thank everyone for  their
cont inuous support  and commitment  to  the organizat ion.  Through
this  theme,  we hope everyone is  able  to  re late  to  some aspect  of

the human exper ience and ref lect  on how the environment  p lays  a
ro le  in  shaping our  perspect ives  of  the wor ld .  With  a  cast  over

170+ students  each year ,  The Vogue Char i ty  Fashion Show
cont inues to  grow and remains  the largest  s tudent-run c lub on

campus,  wi th  one of  the most  h ighly  ant ic ipated art  event  wi th in
the Queen's  and K ingston communit ies .  By  uni t ing  the student

body and the K ingston community ,  VCFS str ives  to  g ive  back  to  our
community  through creat iv i ty  and phi lanthropy.  We could  not  be

more exc i ted to  support  K ingston Interva l  House th is  year .

 

 

- Bella Crysler, Ashley Ngo, and Brendan Reid 
Creative Directors



Thank you for supporting Vogue Charity Fashion Show!

@vcfs_queens

Vogue Charity Fashion Show

https://www.voguecharityfashionshow.com/ VCFS THEME HANDBOOK | 2021/2022


