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When we read, we have the privilege of being taken to another world. 
Sometimes, it is a fantastical and mysterious universe, and other times it is
a world similar to our own. Throughout history, authors have crafted these 
books for readers who are longing for a better understanding of themselves
and the society around them.

LITERARY LEGENDS shall be a grand celebration of classic stories, 
through the eyes and times of the legendary authors who crafted them. 
We invite you to open a page, and be a part of the escape. 



Pandora’s Box
Hesiod / Greek Mythology

Pandora's Box is a mythological tale of Greek origin, derived from 
Hesiod’s epic poem “Works and Days”. The story depicts the 
timeless notion of good versus evil. In Greek mythology, Pandora was 
the first woman on earth and was presented with a "box" containing 
strict instructions to never open it. However, her curiosity led Pandora 
to open it, releasing all the evils in the world. It is through this early 
writing that many people derive the theme of good versus evil 
within literature.

Toga-inspired

Whites, golds, metallics

Light, flowing fabrics

Inspired by the Gods’ 
symbols (i.e. Poseidon, Zeus) 

Silver, shimmery makeup

“The woman took off the great lid of the jar ... 
and her thought caused sorrow and mischief to men.”

F   A   B   R   I   C       S   W   A   T  C   H   E   S



Romeo & Juliet
W i l l i a m     S h a k e s p e a r e 

Elizabethan influence 

Pastel gowns, peasant skirts

Matching outfits 
for men and women

Ballroom apparel 
(very well-fitted)

Velvet and lace

Maroons and emeralds, jewel tones

Soft draping

F  A  B  R  I  C     S  W  A  T  C  H  E  S

Romeo and Juliet is arguably Shakespeare's most monumental 
piece of literature. With rivalry between the Capulet and 
Montague families becoming greater with every minute, it only
makes sense their respective children - Juliet and Romeo - fall
head over heels for each other. Secrecy, love, and revenge find
the two star-crossed lovers maturing much quicker than they 
could've ever thought possible. Will their love finally end the 
historic rivalry, or will Romeo and Juliet crash and burn?

“What's in a name? that which we call a rose,
By any other name would smell as sweet.” 



Snow White
 The Grimm Brothers’ stories instilled both fear and knowledge into children
of the 18th century, using morals in their fantastical narratives. Their fairy tales
have been published globally, adapted countless times, and have undoubtedly 
shaped modern literature. Snow White is one of their most famous tales. Its modern
connotation in popular culture (i.e., Disney’s Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs) is 
far from the original tale, which is much more intense, and merciless to villainy. 
It is a dark story of vanity, generosity, and the triumph of good over evil. 

F   a   b   r   i   c        S   w   a   t   c   h   e   s 

Jakob & Wilhelm Grimm

Jewel tones 

Dark earth tones (leather, suede) 

Renaissance influence

Veils, capes, long skirts 

Designs inspired by the 
deep, dark forest

“Mirror, mirror, on the wall, Who in this land is fairest of all?”



Pride and Prejudice 
Jane Austen

Set in early 19th century England, Pride and Prejudice follows
the story of Elizabeth Bennet. Elizabeth is a young woman
dealing with the issues of manners, education, marriage and 
societal pressures. Pride and Prejudice has become one of the
most popular novels in English literation and continuously
receives current interest, with evidence of its modern film 
adaptations and other cultural influences. 

Earth tones and pastels
 

Soft dresses and draping
 

High collars and layered suits
 for men 

Lace and linen 

Beading

Fabric Swatches

“We are all fools in love.”



Dracula
Published in 1897, this horror classic was praised by critics and the public. Its 
antagonist, Count Dracula, uses his supernatural powers to seduce women for 
sustenance of his own damned and eternal life. Vampire legends have been told for 
thousands of years across many civilizations, but it wasn’t until Bram Stoker’s 
masterpiece where vampires were put on a high cultural pedestal. Today, the allure of
Dracula has inspired modern literary adaptations, from The Twilight Saga to The 
Vampire Diaries. Like Count Dracula himself, this story shall live on forever.

Bram Stoker

Reds, blacks and whites

Victorian-inspired corsets 
and bodices for women 

Capes, cloaks, suits
 for men

Silk, lace, embroidery

F  a  b  r  i  c     S  w  a  t  c  h  e  s 

“How blessed are some people, 
whose lives have no fears, no dreads;

 to whom sleep is a blessing that comes nightly, 
and brings nothing but sweet dreams.”



The Great Gatsby
F .  S c o t t    F i t z g e r a l d

Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald (1896 – 1940) is regarded as one of the greatest 
American writers of the 20th century. The Great Gatsby, written in 1925, is 
considered to be Fitzgerald’s magnum opus.  The book takes place in 1922
 in the fictional town of West Egg in prosperous Long Island.  The book 
tells the story of the lavish and mysterious Jay Gatsby through his quest 
to be reunited with Daisy Buchanan.  The story discusses themes of 
decadence, idealism, social upheaval, resistance to change and excess.  
The Great Gatsby paints a portrait of the “Roaring Twenties” and tells a 
cautionary tale of how the love, wealth, and class associated with the 
American Dream can ultimately end in emptiness.  

20’s influence, Art Deco

Three-piece suits for men

Flapper dresses 

Sequins, beading

Hair accessories

Jewels, pearls, gold

Furs, leather

Disparities between 
rich and poor

F    A    B    R    I    C           S    W    A    T    C    H    E    S

“No amount of fire or freshness can challenge 
what a man will store up in his ghostly heart.”



Dr. Seuss
Theodor Seuss Geisel (1904-1991) was an American writer and cartoonist.  He is renowned 
for his children’s books which he wrote under his pseudonym Dr. Seuss.  His books are 
famous for their use of imaginative characters and rhyming narrative.  The Cat in the Hat
was first published in 1957 in response to a debate about the ineffectiveness of traditional 
children’s literature in teaching children how to read. His story is centered around 
the Cat in the Hat, who wears a red and white-striped hat and red bow tie.  The Cat 
appears at the house of Dick and Sally on a boring rainy day.  The Cat turns the dreary
afternoon into a chaotic and fun-filled extravaganza.  As part of the process, the Cat 
introduces his two companions, Thing One and Thing Two.  All the while, Fish is 
vehemently opposed to the Cat’s presence. 

F   a   b   r   i   c       S   w   a   t   c   h   e   s 

50’s influence

Stripes

Bows

Blues and reds, monochromatic

Eclectic imagery

Influences from other 
Dr. Seuss novels

“Look at me!  Look at me!  Look at me now!  It is fun to have fun.  But you have to know how.” 



S.E. Hinton

The Outsiders is a coming-of-age novel written by S.E. Hinton 
and published in 1967. The book’s main group of characters are
part of a gang called the “Greasers.” The Outsiders depicts a 
story of family, class, honour and all the issues that can arise from
standing up and acting out. 

“They grew up on the outside of society. 

They weren't looking for a fight. 
They were looking to belong.”

Denim and faded blues
 

Plaid and worn-in leather
 

Converse and boots
 

60’s Greaser style 

F  a  b  r  i  c     S  w  a  t  c  h  e  s



Closing Remarks
“I can do whatever I want.” – Karl Lagerfeld.  
Designers, take risks.  No one can stop you!  Good luck!  
Virginia McKinnell

Ralph Lauren put it simply when he said, “I don’t design clothes.  I design dreams.”  
That’s the same approach we want all of you to have towards your projects.  
Forget the notion of fear and allow your mind to be free.  
Let the world inspire you to make something beautiful.
Adrian Caldarola

A message from the Creative Team, to our designers... 

The authors of these great stories had vivid imaginations, 
and aimed to inspire the world. You have their same power.
Be courageous, passionate, and hold no limits to what your 
mind has to offer! We’re all so thankful for everything you do.
Austin Henderson  

Best of luck designers! Be bold, be brave and most importantly 
have fun! We know that your talent, style and charisma will 
shine through the clothes you create! 
We cannot wait to see and admire your designs!
Hanna Schacter 


